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Should | outsource my photo editing?

Outsourcing of photo editing is a really good option for a lot of photographers. However, rather than
basing this decision entirely on how we feel (which can have a lot of bias one way or the other), it
may be helpful to bring in some objective criteria upon which we can base our decision.

Price of this photo shoot =S (PRICE)

Time taken to do the entire shoot (note all times in hours):

Travel time from office to = hours

the location of the shoot

and back again.

Time spent at the property = hours

Editing time = B _hours (EDITING TIME)

TOTAL TIME = hours (TOTAL TIME)
Therefore my hourly rate is
$ (PRICE) divided by hours (TOTAL TIME)

=$ (HOURLY RATE).

Therefore the fee that it costs for me to do the photo editing myself is

____ hours (EDITINGTIME) x $ (HOURLY RATE)
=5 (SELF EDIT) .
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Editing fees:

Cost to outsource photo editing (a per photo fee)

Number of photos to be edited = (NO. OF PHOTOS)

Therefore total cost to outsource editing is

X (NO. OF PHOTOS)

=3 (OUTSOURCE FEE)

My cost to do photo editing =S (SELF EDIT)

Time saved that | don’t have to spend editing = hours (EDITING TIME)

Should | outsource my photo editing:

$ (OUTSOURCE FEE) divided by $ (PRICE) = (P1)
(P1) x 100 = %

Is this percentage lower than 20%? YES / NO
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My fee to do photo editing =S (SELF EDIT)
Total cost to outsource editing =$ (OUTSOURCE FEE)
Is my fee to self-edit my photos higher than the outsource editing fee? YES / NO

Would | prefer to spend time with my family or doing something | enjoy
rather than spend that time editing these photos: YES / NO

“l answered ‘Yes’ to out of the three questions above.”

If you answered ‘Yes’ to just one of these questions then you need to decide for yourself whether
the cost to outsource the editing is beneficial to you or not, but it may not be a good option. You will
need to factor in the time, and the cost, making sure that you are not spending so much on photo
editing that you are no longer profitable.

If you answered ‘Yes’ to two of these questions then outsourcing is perhaps an ideal option for you,
and maybe with a little tweaking of either your photography pricing or the amount you spend on
outsourcing the editing, then it may help you considerably.

If you answered ‘Yes’ to all three questions, then outsourcing of your photo editing would seem to
be a very good option.
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